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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 JAKART 03314 140544Z 
ACTION DLOS-09 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO ACDA-12 AGRE-00 AID-05 CEA-01 
CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO 
EB-08 EPA-01 SOE-02 DOE-11 FMC-01 TRSE-00 H-01 
INR-10 INT-05 10-13 JUSE-00 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
NSF-01 OES-07 OMB-Ol PA-01 PM-05 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 NEA-10 /147 W 

096676 140732Z/23 

R 140500Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7429 
INFO AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

CONFIDENTIAL JAKARTA 33 14 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PLOS, ID, MALAYSIA SINGAPORE 

SUBJECT: MALACCA STRAITS SEPARATION SCHEME TALKS 

REF: JAKARTA 2966 

1 . SINGAPORE DCM INFORMS US THAT RECENT QUADRILATERAL TALKS 
(REFTEL) ON IMPLEMENTATION OF STRAITS SEPARATION SCHEME WERE 
PRELIMINARY IN NATURE AND SIMPLY PART OF ON-GOING DIALOGUE. 

JAPAN CONTINUED TO PRESS FOR FIVE-YEAR TRANSITION PERIOD FOR 
UNDER KEEL CLEARANCE PROVISIONS WHILE STRAITS STATES OFFERED 
TWO AND ONE-HALF YEARS BEGINNING AT TIME OF JAPANESE REQUEST 
LAST NOVEMBER. STRAITS STATES WERE, HOWEVER, AMENABLE TO 
SWEETENING THE PACKAGE BY WIDENING CHANNEL FOR LOADED TANKERS 
TRAVELING TO JAPAN AT EXPENSE OF CHANNEL FOR RETURNING 
TANKERS. 

2. SINGAPORE DCM COMMENTED THAT BOTH HIS AND MALAYSIAN GOV- 
ERNMENTS WERE WILLING TO GRANT JAPAN TRANSITION PERIOD ' CLOSE 
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PAGE 02 JAKART 03314 140544Z 

TO FIVE YEARS" BUT INDONESIA WAS HOLDING OUT FOR SHORTER 
PERIOD. HE WAS UNABLE TO EXPLAIN WHY INDONESIA HAD 
HARDENED ITS HERETOFORE MODERATE POSITION ON STRAITS SEP- 
ARATION SCHEME. 
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